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Pastoral Message
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and
only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14
“…truth is among the first casualties of political malfeasance and repression.” Vaclav Havel
Advent has begun and Christmas is on the way! This time of year always goes so quickly that it can be
hard to stop and reflect on the deeper meanings of the season. It will not be long before we are talking about
2022. But before we get too far ahead of ourselves, I want to talk about what it means that the “Word became
flesh and lived with us.”
The gospel of John does not begin with the birth of Jesus. Instead, that gospel talks about what Jesus means
and moves quickly to his ministry. Because of that, the gospel does not get much attention this time of year.
However, I think we should just for a minute, or at least for this month’s letter. What I want to specially focus
on is the embodiment of the Word in flesh being, “full of… truth.”
Most of the time that letter seems like a throwaway line, but it is not. Throughout the gospel, the word truth
shows up twenty times. Truth is central to this gospel. And the last time the word truth shows up is in chapter
eighteen. It happens when Jesus faces Pilate on false charges.
37

Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “you say that I am a king. For this I
was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the
truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate asked him, “What is truth?”
“What is truth?” These words could have come from many of our modern politicians. But it is cynical and
short-sighted to say that all politicians lie. Lying in politics has consequences.
David Gushee is Distinguished University Professor of Christian Ethics and Director of the Center for Theology and Public Life at Mercer University. In a recent essay on the fracturing of truth in the United States, he
reflects on the dangers. Each fall he teaches a course on genocide. During the 2020 election, something stood
out to him, “I noticed something in the readings that I had not focused on before: genocide is always correlated
with lies.” 1
He went on to talk about how this had been at work in Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Nazi Germany, the colonialization of North and South America, Armenian genocide, Soviet Union, China, and elsewhere. Each time “a torrent of lies preceded, accompanied, and followed the evil events. There is no genocide apart from massive, systematic governmental lying.”
The goal of the lying was not to get everyone to believe them. “Lies don’t always have to persuade; all
they need to do is confuse, to slow action, to weaken certainty, to create a plausible alternative narrative.” In
the end the goal was to begin to erode trust in journalists, academics, public institutions and finally anyone who
would stand in the way of gaining power. Gushee does not believe that this movement from lying to genocide is
a straight highway; he is concerned about how many followers of Jesus have embraced easily provable lies as
truth.
(Continued on page 2)
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November 21, 2021
The Stated Session meeting was held via Zoom and opened with a prayer by the Pastor Mark Miller, Moderator at
12:35 p.m.
The Clerk of Session reported that communion was served on Sunday November 7, 2021, to 22 in-house participants and 1 participant virtually.
The session approved the Treasurer’s report for audit.
The Pastor gave an update on Sacred Places.
Worship Music and the Arts – the session approved the choir and congregation will sing “Silent Night” at the end
of the Christmas Eve Worship Service. The Church will be decorated after worship service on Sunday, December
5, 2021.
Building Manager’s Report — The report was reviewed and received with no action items.
The Pastor’s report was reviewed. The Session approved vacation of November 20 – 27, 2021, although the pastor will be virtually present at all church events.
Stewardship Planning – Dedication of the pledges will be done on Sunday November 28, 2021.
Holiday Mission Ideas: The Session approved the display and sale of the Peruvian Art Items on Sunday, December 12, 2021, after the worship service. All sales will be donated to St. Louis Food Bank.
The meeting was closed with prayer at 1:25 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for Sunday December 19, 2021,
at 12:30 p.m.
Lawson Calhoun, Clerk of Session

(Continued from page 1)

He does not end the article by simply wringing his hands in fear and worry. Instead, he calls us to commit
ourselves to the truth, no matter where it might lead.
“We will not listen to inveterate liars, even if they tell us things that resonate deeply with us. We
will value truth, seek truth, and love truth as a core aspect of being followers of Jesus Christ who is
the Truth.”
Friends, this is not a time for fear or worry but a time to stand up for the truth we have come to know
in Jesus Christ. As we move closer to the manger, to seeing the embodiment of God’s truth in flesh, let us
not lose heart. When those who play the role of Pontius Pilate in our day try to confuse the issue and muddy the waters, remember they do not have the last word. Our call is clear; seek the truth, wherever it may
lead, wherever it is found.
Peace,
Mark
_________________________
1

Gushee, David P. "Fractured Truth in Post-Trump America." In Faith and Reckoning after Trump, by Miguel A. De La
Torre, 36-46. Maryknoll: Orbis, 2021.
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Advent blessings to you all! There are lots of ways that I've been taught over the years to think about
Advent. It's a time of waiting, a time of preparation, a time of gestation. Those things do not mean the same
thing but they can happen at the same time and compliment each other. As a musician the time of Advent
has never been a particularly restful or watchful kind of waiting for me. There are sooooo many rehearsals
and concerts and parties to sing; there is caroling, too! It is a very busy time. But somewhere in there, I
think about plans for the new year and the things I want to build on and the things I want to let go of - what
needs pruning for me to grow in the next year.
In music, there are times of waiting - these are the rests, the places where you don't sing or play your
instrument. And the music doesn't sound right if you ignore them or rush them. The times of silence are just
as important to the song "sounding right" as the moments of sound. My ear-training/sight-singing teacher
always told us, "the right note at the wrong time doesn't count."
I have a plaque in my teaching studio at home that someone gave me years ago that says, "The key to
sustaining the rhythm of life is resting at the right time." It may be a little cheesy, but I think it's very true. I
wish you and yours time for rest, for silence, for gestation this Advent and Christmas.
Peace and love,
Vicki Carmichael
Music Ministry Coordinator

The Missouri Women’s Chorus makes its return to live, in-person music this Holiday Season with “O Holy
Night” on Sunday, December 12th at 5:00 p.m. in the Union Avenue Christian Church sanctuary. The halls
will be decked and music will fill the air as the chorus, under the direction of Scott Schoonover, presents
touching and powerful arrangements of familiar carols with Nancy Mayo on the piano and organ. Holiday
favorites will abound as we welcome audiences to the spirit of the season. For more information or to purchase tickets, go to www.missouriwomenschorus.org
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December Sermons
On December 19 and 24 we will receive the Christmas
Joy Offering. This special offering addresses the support needed by some of our leaders, including supporting leadership development for communities of color,
and providing support for Presbyterian church workers
in their time of need. A contribution may also be
made at Presbyterian Mission Agency | Donate Now
(pcusa.org) – but be sure to provide the name of our
congregation when contributing online.

Wednesday Adult Bible Study
Via Zoom
Wednesdays at 12:00 noon.
The Book of Revelation: John’s Apocalypse
https://zoom.us/j/94739016002?pwd=YWYwa0R6cUUxeEJYaUhSV0tSQjZ4Zz09

or call 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 947 3901 6002
Password: 843849

December 5
Second Sunday of Advent
Luke 3:1-6
“Crying at Christmas?”
December 12
Third Sunday of Advent
Luke 3:7-18
“Confusion at Christmas?”
December 19
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Luke 1:39-55
“Revolution at Christmas?”
December 24
Christmas Eve
Lessons and Carols
December 26
First Sunday of Christmas
Luke 2:41-52
“Disobedient Child?”

Adult Study Group
Via Zoom
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Faith after Ferguson
by Leah Gunning Francis
https://zoom.us/j/99195541873?
pwd=c3lIa2hSRlRZQU12VzNhdm9sVmFUdz09

or call 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 991 9554 1873
Password: 485781

Sunday, December 5
Plan to remain at the church following
worship on December 5 and join in
decorating the church for the Advent
and Christmas seasons.
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News from the Garden

Thank you to everyone who
helped out in the church gardens this year! We've put the
gardens to bed for the winter
and won't have any more work
days until March. While our
work is done for the year, the
plants in the garden will continue to offer winter shelter and
food to birds in the area.
—Susan Baron
These black eyed Susans continued to bloom through late November.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Presbyterian Women will meet on December 7 in order to prepare Christmas greetings
for home bound members. We will tentatively
meet on December 14 for the Christmas sharing. If possible, we will share a cup of Christmas tea and also share stories from our own
past of poems, poetry and Christmas stories.
We will study the fourth chapter in our
book in January. We ask for prayers as we
complete our financial obligations for the year
and plan carefully for the future with a much
smaller budget.

December 01 - Eva Dickerson
December 09 - Brittany Liddell
December 10 - Josephine Tolles
December 11 - Ashleigh Moffitt
December 11 - Stacy Clay
December 12 - Fred Fairbanks
December 22 - Will Brown
December 25 - Marc Carroll
December 28 - Sandra Browder
If your birthday is in December and does not appear
on this list, please contact the church office by email
at westminsterstl@sbcglobal.net.
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Staff
Westminster Congregation
Ministers

Rev. Mark R. Miller
Pastor

Rick Burk
Organist/Handbell Director
Church Office Assistant

Fred Fairbanks

OUR MISSION
Westminster Presbyterian Church seeks
to know Christ and to make Christ known.
We are a diverse congregation, crossing cultural,
racial, age, and class boundaries.
We support each other in our journey of faith
with joyful worship, engaging education,
and caring fellowship.
We strive to partner with our neighbors
in this urban community
through ministries of justice and compassion.

Building Manager

Vicki Carmichael
Music Ministry Coordinator

Lisa Mack
Financial Services

2021 MEMBERS & FRIENDS
DIRECTORY UPDATE
If you have changes in your listing,
please notify the church office.

Church Office Hours
Due to the pandemic there are currently no set office hours.
Church Calendar
To see the most current information, take a look at the calendar
online at our website. Go to www.westminsterstl.org. In the upper
right corner, click “More” and then “Our Calendar.” You will then
be able to scroll to whichever month you choose. For more detailed
information on an event, simply click on the calendar entry and the
details will appear. This calendar is updated frequently, so it is the
best source for current and correct information.

Westminster Presbyterian Church
Phone: 314-367-0900 /Fax: 314-367-0999
Sermons
Sermons from Sunday are now online!
http://goo.gl/FDfYO4

Pastoral Care
If you or a family member goes into the hospital or
has other pastoral care concerns, please contact Pastor Mark directly at 314-255-5598. Thank you.

Church Office E-mail: westminsterstl@sbcglobal.net
Facebook:
WestminsterPresbyterianChurchInStLouis
Website:
www.westminsterstl.org
Twitter:
Westminster Church (@5300delmar)

27

28

29

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:30 a.m. - Adult Study
11:00 a.m. - Worship
2:00 p.m. - Concert

26 - 1st Sun. of Christmas

22
12:00 p.m. - Bible Study
7:30 p.m. - Singers

21

20

19 4th Sun. of Advent

12:00 p.m. - Bible Study
1:15 p.m. - Worship, Music
and the Arts
6:30 p.m. - Ringers
7:30 p.m. - Singers

15

12:00 p.m. - Bible Study
6:30 p.m. - Ringers
7:30 p.m. - Singers

8

12:00 p.m. - Bible Study
6:30 p.m. - Ringers
7:30 p.m. - Singers

1

Wednesday

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:30 a.m. - Adult Study
11:00 a.m - Worship
12:30 p.m. - Session

10:00 a.m. - Presbyterian
Women

14

13

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:30 a.m. - Adult Study
11:00 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Peruvian Art
Sale

12 - 3rd Sun. of Advent

7

Tuesday

10:00 a.m. - Presbyterian
Women

6

Monday

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:30 a.m. - Adult Study
11:00 a.m. - Worship
with Communion
12:00 p.m. - Hanging of
the Greens

5 - 2nd Sun. of Advent

Sunday

30

23

16

9

2

Thursday

31

4:30 p.m. - Worship

24 - Christmas Eve

17

10

3

Friday

25

18

11

4

Check the calendar on the church website for the most current information.
Saturday

December 2021 Westminster Happenings
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