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Musings from Mark . . .
A time of abscission.
“Sometimes letting things go is an act of far greater power than defending or hanging on.”
~ Eckhart Tolle
In the fall, or Autumn, the leaves on the trees turn a dazzling array of colors and then they fall
to the ground. This process is called abscission. It allows the trees to store energy during the
long winter. Apparently, if the trees did not do this, the cold would cause the trees to be damaged in the cold. To protect their energy and to prepare for new growth they let go of their
leaves. This act of letting go is a healthy process which brings about new life and growth in
the spring.
Over the last few months, we have been talking about the future of our congregation and our
use of the building. It is important to mention both of those because some have equated
changes in our building use or ownership with the life and health of the congregation. Our
conversation and the work of the session is twofold. We have come to this conversation because maintaining our current arrangement in this building is not sustainable in the long term.
So, we are looking at how to best use this building (by either us or someone else) as a community asset. But that is only part of our work.
The second part of our work is the clarification and ongoing development of our community
of faith. Westminster is not closing our doors as a congregation. Let me say that again:
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IS NOT CLOSING OUR DOORS AS A
CONGREGATION. However, we are moving into our own fall season. And much like the
trees which shed its leaves every year, we need to find out what no longer serves our community life and mission. This work, these conversations and gatherings are part of the work to
identify our leaves.
Continued on page 2
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For now, we do not have a detailed plan of action. However, by the Spring we intend to have a
plan of action that we can work to implement. So, in this season of letting go, let us remember
to follow the example of the trees. The letting go of that which no longer serves is not death.
The letting go of that which no longer serves enables us to prepare for new life and growth. Let
us move into a time of abscission all for the glory of God and for the life and health of our community and mission.
I leave you with these words from the poet May Sarton: “I think of trees and how simply they let
go, let fall the riches of a season, how without grief (it seems) they can let go and go deep into
their roots for renewal and sleep. Imitate the trees.”
Peace and Grace

Mark
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Dear friends,
Fasten your seat belts and prepare for takeoff! Once again, planes are lining up on tarmacs and racing down runways throughout
the world as people travel the globe, reconnect with others, and return to business
(somewhat) as usual. Following an 18month grounding of my own here in Lima, I,
too, have found myself back in the friendly
skies. In the 12 months prior to the pandemic, I took 26 flights (mostly for work). In
these past 12 months, since receiving my first round of vaccines, I have taken 20 flights (both for
work and personal reasons). The frequent flier miles are adding up. So are the carbon emissions.
One travel venture of particular importance was a two-flight trip from Lima to Louisville this past
June for the 225th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). I had the honor of serving
as a Missionary Advisory Delegate and was assigned to the Environmental Justice Committee. I encourage you to read about some of the important decisions that came from this committee and
were approved by the larger assembly, such as divestment from five major fossil fuel companies,
investment in a green future, and creation of the Presbyterian Tree Fund.
The Presbyterian Tree Fund was of special interest to me because it was born conceptually in Peru.
In 2014, our global partner Red Uniendo Manos Peru, hosted an international conference on climate change that ran parallel to the 20th Conference of the Parties (COP-20) that was hosted that
year by the city of Lima. From across the United States, dozens of Presbyterians traveled to Peru to
learn from our global partners about the impacts of climate change and the strategies needed to
adapt to it and to mitigate global warming. In jest, a colleague of mine pointed out the irony of people jet-setting across the world and generating carbon emissions in the interest of slowing down
global warming.
Of course, many a truth is said in jest, and I took these words of irony to heart. In the subsequent
years, I wrestled with my own personal carbon footprint attributed to my air travel as well as the
footprint of the many Presbyterians who travel to Peru to visit our partners. During that time, our
partners began supporting a reforestation project in the central Andes that serves both to address
the impacts of climate change in the high mountains as well as the contamination from nearby
mining activity.
Continued on page 4
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Presbyterian visitors took great interest in this work and got their hands dirty planting trees. But
even then, something felt amiss that such good-intentioned and thoughtful people would travel so
far to accompany our partners in this work without taking into account the carbon emissions they
were generating to get there. It was in one such visit that our partners and Presbyterians planted
the idea of creating a carbon offset program in which
Presbyterians could contribute to a fund that would provide grants for global and domestic partners
of the PC(USA) who are engaged in tree-planting and other carbon sequestration projects.
In the Fall of 2019, the Peru Mission Network – a collaboration of Presbyterians from across the
U.S. who are engaged in God’s mission in Peru – gathered outside of Houston, Texas, along with
invitees from Peru to discern how they might work together more collaboratively with one another
and hold each other accountable. On their agenda was the carbon offset program first envisioned
in Peru. Together they articulated the objectives and concept of the program, which they named the
Presbyterian Tree Fund, and in the early months of 2020, just prior to the start of the pandemic,
they brought the proposal to their respective presbyteries as an overture to go before the General
Assembly. To have participated in the very General Assembly in which the Presbyterian Tree Fund
overture was finally approved was indeed nothing less than a very special honor.
In the coming months, you will hear more about this fund – how you can contribute to it and how
global and domestic partners will benefit from it (or, more accurately, how we will all benefit from
it). Beyond the pandemic that impacted all corners of the globe, there is no singular issue that
threatens humanity more today than climate change. While the Tree Fund itself is far from a solution to the world’s woes or even our own behaviors that contribute to global warming, it is meaningful and faithful action that reflects prayerful partnership rooted in solidarity and accountability.
I am grateful to each of you who have supported such partnership over the years through your generous donations, bold actions and courageous voices. And I confess that I look forward to your visits here and/or our travels there since God seems closest when two or three are gathered together
in the Spirit of God’s love and hope.
On that note, I end this letter to say that Jenny, Thiago and I continue to be encouraged and comforted by your prayers, as the way is still not clear for us to visit the U.S. together as a family. We
pray for your continued patience and understanding. As soon as we have travel documents in hand,
we will be quick to let you know!
In the Spirit that binds us,
Jed (on behalf of Jenny)
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October 16, 2022
The Session meeting was opened with a prayer by Pastor Mark Miller, Moderator
at 12:32 p.m.

Adoption of the Agenda – Approved.
CONSENT AGENDA – Approved.
The September 18, 2022, Session meeting minutes were pulled since all members (those
without email) did not receive them. They will be reviewed next month.
REPORT OF THE TREASURER
Statement of Accounts

BUILDING MANAGERS REPORT
REPORT OF THE CLERK OF SESSION
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
Worship Music and the Arts - Christmas Day services will be recorded and worshiped virtually. The session unanimously approved.
TERMS OF CALL- presented for review and discussion.
Mark will refigure dues for the Benefits Plan of the Board of Pensions.
PASTORS REPORT
The report was reviewed
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
This committee will meet on Sunday October 16, 2022, at 4pm.
PERSONNELL
Cost of Living Pay Increase - discussion ensued. Mark will bring a recommendation to the
November meeting.
SESSION PLANNING TEAM UPDATE
Katie Kaufmann shared a written report from the last congregation gathering on September
11, 2022.
CLOSING PRAYER AND ADJOURNMENT at 1:30pm by the Pastor.
Next Stated Meeting of the Session will be Sunday November 13, 2022, at 12:30pm.
Elder Lawson Calhoun, Clerk of Session
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Adult Study Group

November Sermons
November 6
All Saints Day Observed
Communion Sunday
Reaffirmation of Baptism
Scripture: Luke 12:22-34
Title: “Results of Worry”
November 13
Scripture: Luke 15:11-32
Title: “Community Building”

Via Zoom
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

The Seven Deadly Sins of White Christian Nationalism: A Call to Action
by Carter Heyward
https://zoom.us/j/99195541873?
pwd=c3lIa2hSRlRZQU12VzNhdm9sVmFUdz09

or call 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 991 9554 1873
Password: 485781

November 20
Union Council Churches Joint
Thanksgiving Worship
10:45 am
Union Ave
November 27
First Sunday of Advent
Scripture: Matthew 24: 36-44
Title: “NO ONE KNOWS!!!”

Wednesday Adult Bible Study
Via Zoom
Wednesdays at 12:00 noon.
The Book of Acts
https://zoom.us/j/94739016002?pwd=YWYwa0R6cUUxeEJYaUhSV0tSQjZ4Zz09

or call 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 947 3901 6002
Password: 843849
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News from the Garden
For our November garden work day, we'll
meet on Saturday, November 5 from
9:00am-12:00pm. Our main tasks will be to
continue clearing weeds and doing a little
bit of cleanup before winter. Many of the
plants in the gardens provide important
food and shelter to birds and insects over
the winter, so I like to keep them around,
but others can be cut back. Come as you
are able, and please bring water, gloves,
and whatever tools you like to use. Thanks
so much for helping with another year of
beautiful gardens!

Aromatic asters are still at their peak bloom. They
are usually the last flowers blooming in the garden
each year.

- Susan Baron

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Presbyterian Women will meet at 10:00
am on Tuesday, November 8. The first
lesson from our new study book, " Sabbath and Celebration" will be led by Sandra Browder. We will also check on the
budget and prioritize the remaining organizations which depend on our pledges. Join us!

November 7 - Lacy Miller
November 9 - Pepper Glass
November 11 - Madeline Lee
November 22 - Daniel Pever
November 23 - Marilyn Burns
If your birthday is in November and does not
appear on this list, please contact the church
office by email at westminsterstl@sbcglobal.net.
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Staff
Westminster Congregation
Ministers

Rev. Dr. Mark R. Miller
Pastor

Fred Fairbanks

OUR MISSION
Westminster Presbyterian Church seeks
to know Christ and to make Christ known.
We are a diverse congregation, crossing cultural,
racial, age, and class boundaries.
We support each other in our journey of faith
with joyful worship, engaging education,
and caring fellowship.
We strive to partner with our neighbors
in this urban community
through ministries of justice and compassion.

Building Manager

Lisa Mack
Financial Services
Church Office Assistant

2022 MEMBERS & FRIENDS
DIRECTORY UPDATE

Church Office Hours
Due to the pandemic there are currently no set office hours.
Church Calendar
To see the most current information, take a look at the calendar
online at our website. Go to www.westminsterstl.org. In the upper
right corner, click “More” and then “Our Calendar.” You will then
be able to scroll to whichever month you choose. For more detailed
information on an event, simply click on the calendar entry and the
details will appear. This calendar is updated frequently, so it is the
best source for current and correct information.

If you have changes in your listing,
please notify the church office.

Westminster Presbyterian Church
Phone: 314-367-0900 /Fax: 314-367-0999
Sermons
Sermons from Sunday are now online!
http://goo.gl/FDfYO4

Pastoral Care
If you or a family member goes into the hospital or
has other pastoral care concerns, please contact Pastor Mark directly at 314-255-5598. Thank you.

Church Office E-mail: westminsterstl@sbcglobal.net
Facebook:
WestminsterPresbyterianChurchInStLouis
Website:
www.westminsterstl.org
Twitter:
Westminster Church (@5300delmar)

16

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:30 a.m. - Adult Study
11:00 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Fellowship

27 - 1st Sunday Advent

Union Council Churches
Joint Thanksgiving Worship
10:45 am at Union Ave

28

Giving Tuesday

29

12:00 p.m. - Bible Study
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir

30

Pastor Mark - Vacation

23

22

15

Election Day
PLEASE VOTE

12:00 p.m. - Bible Study
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir

9

2

Wednesday

20

21

All Saints Day

10:00 a.m. - Presbyterian
Women

8

1

Tuesday

12:00 p.m. - Bible Study
4:30 p.m. - WMA
5:30 p.m. - Bell Choir

14

7

Monday

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:30 a.m. - Adult Study
11:00 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Fellowship
12:30 p.m. - Session

13

Daylight Saving Ends

9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:30 a.m. - Adult Study
11:00 a.m - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Fellowship

6

Sunday

1

Thanksgiving

24
Pastor Mark - Vacation
Church Office Closed

17

10

3

Thursday

Veterans Day

2

Pastor Mark - Vacation
Church Office Closed

25

18

11

4

Friday

9a.m. - 12p.m.
Hanging of the Greens

3

Pastor Mark - Vacation

26

19

12

Work Day

9:00 a.m. - Garden

5

Saturday

November 2022 Westminster Happenings
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