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Musings from Mark . . .
The last week in August, Jerome Powell, chair of the Federal Reserve let business know that
the economy is well in hand; but the polices will cause pain for households. He said that keeping interest rates high was necessary to deal with inflation. We can all see that inflation is a
problem. Going to the grocery store or gas station lets everyone know that inflation is real. All
the while, corporate profits are at a seventy year high. Unemployment remains low, yet income
rise is nearly half than the inflationary rate. This means that many people are doing worse while
those who benefit from corporate profit are enjoying a windfall. Economists might claim this is
just the natural order of things, but the holiest texts of our faith call it sin. The rapid growth of
income inequality is not sustainable for a civil society.
As a people who seek to follow Jesus, the bible is unambiguous about God’s judgment on
inequality. The Bible Study group has spent considerable time looking at the biblical prophets.
There is not enough space to share all that the scriptures say, but here is a small representative
sampling:
Isaiah 5:8
Woe to those who join house to house, who add field to field, until there is room
for no one, and you are left to live alone in the midst of the land!
Jeremiah 5: 28-31
Like a cage full of birds, their houses are full of treachery; therefore they have become great and rich; they have grown fat and sleek. They know no limits in deeds
of wickedness; they do not judge with justice the cause of the orphan, to make it
prosper, and they do not defend the rights of the needy. Shall I not punish them for
these things? says the Lord, and shall I not bring retribution on a nation such as
this?
Amos 3:14-15
I will tear down the winter house as well as the summer house, and the houses of
ivory shall perish, and the great houses shall come to an end, says the Lord.
Amos 5:11-12
Therefore because you trample on the poor and take from them levies of grain, you
have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall not live in them; you have planted
pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine. For I know how many are
your transgressions and how great are your sins—you who afflict the righteous,
who take a bribe and push aside the needy in the gate.
Continued on page 2
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Micah 2:1-2
Woe to those who devise wickedness and evil deeds on their beds! When the morning dawns, they perform it, because it is in their power. They covet fields and seize
them, houses and take them away; they oppress householder and house, people and
their inheritance.
Habakkuk 2:4-5
Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by their
faithfulness. Moreover, wealth is treacherous; the arrogant do not endure. They
open their throats wide as Sheol; like Death they never have enough. They gather
all nations for themselves and collect all peoples as their own.
Zechariah 7:9-10
“Thus says the Lord of hosts: Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy to
one another; do not oppress the widow, the orphan, the alien, or the poor; and do not
devise evil in your hearts against one another.
The pain of which the Federal Reserve Chair speaks is not a pain he will know anything about.
And those who try to convince us that all this is natural and part of the natural order of things do
not speak the truth we have come to know through Jesus. These are indeed difficult days, but we
need not make it worse by swallowing the suffering of others as acceptable. We may not be able
to change everything, but we can make changes in our circles of influence when we join with
others. Let us commit to seek the good of our neighbor in any way we can with whatever means
we have. Suffering, falsehoods, and despair are not our story. So let us walk the way of hopeful
actions in these painful times.
Peace and Grace
Mark

_______________________________
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2022/08/26/fed-powell-jackson-hole/
https://www.npr.org/2022/02/13/1080494838/economist-explains-record-corporate-profits-despite-rising-inflation
https://www.npr.org/2022/05/06/1097261158/wages-are-rising-but-cant-keep-up-with-cost-of-living-and-could-worsen-inflation
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August 21, 2022
The Session meeting was opened with a prayer by Pastor Mark Miller, Moderator at 12:30 p.m. Katie
Kaufmann and Lawson Calhoun participated by Zoom.
ROLL CALL
* Indicates those present. # Indicates those absent with notice.
*Mark Miller, Moderator

2022
*Toni Kirsch
*Yvonne Willis
#Will Hudson-Lewis

*Lawson Calhoun (Clerk)

2023
#Carole Redd
*Susan Baron

2024
*Sandra Browder
*Lawson Calhoun
*Katie Kaufmann

The June Session meeting minutes were pulled for the consent agenda. These minutes were approved
with the correct spelling of Katie Kaufmann’s first name in 2 different sections of the minutes.
CONSENT AGENDA was approved.
REPORT OF THE CLERK OF SESSION
Approval of Minutes
Stated Meeting
Rolls and Registers
Correspondence
REPORT OF THE TREASURER
Statement of Accounts
BUILDING MANAGERS REPORT
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
Worship Music and the Arts
PASTORS REPORT
MUSIC DIRECTOR POSITION DESCRIPTION
Worship Musician/Worship Music Coordinator position description was reviewed and approved by
the session.
Next Sunday August 28, 2022, will be Vicki Carmichael’s last day of service. We will have a
reception for her after worship.
SESSION GATHERING TEAM UPDATE
Katie Kaufmann gave a review of the Vitality Markers Handout for our congregational meeting to be
held starting on Sunday August 28, 2022. The TEAM’s next meeting is Wednesday August 24,
2022, at 4pm by zoom.
CLOSING PRAYER AND ADJOURNMENT at 1:10pm by the Pastor.
Next Stated Meeting of the Session will be Sunday September 18, 2022, at 12:30pm.
Elder Lawson Calhoun, Clerk of Session
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Following Sunday worship on each of these dates, the
session is inviting all members and friends of Westminster to talk about our future.
Over the last six months, the session has been using a
guide from our partners at Sacred Places. That guide
is called Transitioning Older and Sacred Places: Community-Minded Approaches for Congregations and
Judicatories .

September 11th
October 9th

In those meetings everyone will be invited to hear
about the work and become involved with the findings
and future planning. Your involvement is vital to this
work and to the future mission of the church.
Please save these dates and join us!"
Peace and Grace,
Mark

September Sermons
September 4
Communion Sunday
Reaffirmation of Baptism
Scripture: Philemon 1:1-21
Title: “From a Slave to a Bishop”
September 11
Scripture: Luke 15:1-10
Title: “Bad Reputation ”
September 18
Scripture: Luke 16:1-13
Title: “Faithful Mismanagement ”
September 25
Scripture: Luke 16:19-31
Title: “Suffering in the Streets ”

Adult Study Group
Via Zoom
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

Continued discussion of
How the Word Is Passed: A Reckoning
with the History of Slavery Across
America
by Clint Smith

Wednesday Adult Bible Study
Via Zoom
Wednesdays at 12:00 noon.
Zechariah and then the Book of Acts
https://zoom.us/j/94739016002?pwd=YWYwa0R6cUUxeEJYaUhSV0tSQjZ4Zz09

or call 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 947 3901 6002
Password: 843849
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News from the Garden
We're moving into purple and yellow season
in the garden as the sunflowers and purple
ironweed and purple asters come into full
bloom. The goldfinches add some bright yellow, too, as they come by and eat seeds
from spent flowers. They especially like the
sunflower and coneflowers seeds.
Our September garden work day will be on
Saturday, September 10. I'll be there from
8:00-11:00am--feel free to come and help
for however long you are able. We'll mostly
be working on weeding, with some deadheading and pruning possible. Please bring
your own water, tools, and gloves. Thank you
for your help!

Purple ironweed flowers blooming with blackeyed Susan in the background.

- Susan Baron

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Presbyterian women will meet at the church on
Tuesday, September 13 at ten o'clock. We will
go over the budget, and make decisions about
pledges to area programs. We will also get our
new study book, "Sabbath" and decide about
lesson dates. Please join us as we get together
to make these important decisions.

September 4 - Sylvia Stover
September 7 - Yvonne Willis
September 13 - Vicki Carmichael
September 15 - Tony Eckert
September 23 - Sean Liddell
September 26 - Lucy Mae Clay
September 27 - Hayley Morgan
September 27 - Annie Morgan
If your birthday is in September and does not
appear on this list, please contact the church
office by email at westminsterstl@sbcglobal.net.
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Staff
Westminster Congregation
Ministers

Rev. Dr. Mark R. Miller
Pastor

Fred Fairbanks

OUR MISSION
Westminster Presbyterian Church seeks
to know Christ and to make Christ known.
We are a diverse congregation, crossing cultural,
racial, age, and class boundaries.
We support each other in our journey of faith
with joyful worship, engaging education,
and caring fellowship.
We strive to partner with our neighbors
in this urban community
through ministries of justice and compassion.

Building Manager

Lisa Mack
Financial Services
Church Office Assistant

2022 MEMBERS & FRIENDS
DIRECTORY UPDATE

Church Office Hours
Due to the pandemic there are currently no set office hours.
Church Calendar
To see the most current information, take a look at the calendar
online at our website. Go to www.westminsterstl.org. In the upper
right corner, click “More” and then “Our Calendar.” You will then
be able to scroll to whichever month you choose. For more detailed
information on an event, simply click on the calendar entry and the
details will appear. This calendar is updated frequently, so it is the
best source for current and correct information.

If you have changes in your listing,
please notify the church office.

Westminster Presbyterian Church
Phone: 314-367-0900 /Fax: 314-367-0999
Sermons
Sermons from Sunday are now online!
http://goo.gl/FDfYO4

Pastoral Care
If you or a family member goes into the hospital or
has other pastoral care concerns, please contact Pastor Mark directly at 314-255-5598. Thank you.

Church Office E-mail: westminsterstl@sbcglobal.net
Facebook:
WestminsterPresbyterianChurchInStLouis
Website:
www.westminsterstl.org
Twitter:
Westminster Church (@5300delmar)
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Wednesday

20

18 15th Sunday after

27

12:00 p.m. - Bible Study
1:00 p.m. - Confirmation
Class

28

26

25 16th Sunday after

Pentecost
9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:30 a.m. - Adult Study
11:00 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Fellowship

12:00 p.m. - Bible Study
1:00 p.m. - Confirmation
Class
4:30 p.m. - WMA

Pentecost
9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:30 a.m. - Adult Study
11:00 a.m. - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Fellowship
12:30 p.m. - Session

21

12:00 p.m. - Bible Study
1:00 p.m. - Confirmation
Class

10:00 a.m. - Presbyterian
Women

19

14

13

Pentecost
9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:30 a.m. - Adult Study
11:00 a.m. - Worship
12:30 p.m. - All
Congregational Gathering

12

11 14th Sunday after

6

Tuesday

12:00 p.m. - Bible Study
1:00 p.m. - Confirmation
Class

5

Monday

Pentecost
9:00 a.m. - Prayer Time
9:30 a.m. - Adult Study
11:00 a.m - Worship
12:00 p.m. - Fellowship

4 13th Sunday after

Sunday

29

22

15

8

1

Thursday

30

23

16

9

2

Friday

Saturday

24

17

Work Day

8:00 a.m. - Garden

10

3

Check the calendar on the church website for the most current information.
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